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in the success 

 
Here Salome is a tiger “whose hands are stained with the blood of the holy one.” As in Jean-Paul Sarte’s 
Les mains sales, “stained hands” indicate a person who digs all into the blood and shit of the world with 
a zest for the vicious, raw power and the meat and carcasses of life, taking no prisoners and unapologeti- 
cally digging into the bloody and gross parts of life. Hands that are stained here are bloodied with the red 
blood.  
 
20 Salome is a feminine name derived from the verb םלש  (shalem), to be or make whole or complete and 
the familiar noun םולש  (shalom), meaning peace. There's only one woman named Salome in the Bible, 
and she is mentioned twice (but only by Mark) as one of the women who stood with the Mary's under 
the cross of Christ (Mark 15:40, 16:1). 
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Salome.html 
 
Salome is not mentioned by name in the Biblical story of John the Baptist, but has come to be 
associated with the story. “According to the Gospels of Mark (6:14–29) and Matthew (14:1–12), Herod 
Antipas had imprisoned John the Baptist for condemning his marriage to Herodias, the divorced wife of 
his half brother Herod Philip (the marriage violated Mosaic Law), but Herod was afraid to have the 
popular prophet killed. After Salome danced before Herod and his guests at a festival, he promised to 
give her whatever she asked. Prompted by her mother, Herodias, who was infuriated by John’s 
condemnation of her marriage, the girl demanded the head of John the Baptist on a platter, and the 
unwilling Herod was forced by his oath to have John beheaded. Salome took the platter with John’s 
head and gave it to her mother.” 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Salome-stepdaughter-of-Herod-Antipas.  
 
 

 
 
This anima figure symbolizes attraction and beheading, carrying forth the earlier symbol of the 
beheaded man Jung’s “I” has encountered in the depths. She is also an expression of feminine agency 
getting the job done while cold-blooded and terrifying. She is able to use her arts of dance to extract 
Herod Antipas’ offer to fulfill a request after she danced for him. So, she is not a female warrior 
brandishing a sword herself. Her actions combine female beauty and arts with filial loyalty and the  
use of wiles and opportunity to take down one who has offended.   
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There is also a great deal of trickster and irony - iron is a prominent part of blood. The 
ceremonial act of the head on a platter indicates her strong stomach and ability to proceed with 
decorum and formality while completing her task. She is thus a symbol of bloody strength. As 
Elijah speaks, “My wisdom and my daughter are one.” (180, v.2) So, here we have a further gloss 
on the character of Salome. She is not personally drawing blood but rather able to carry out in a 
cold-blooded fashion the work of providing the severed head. Here the severed head may be the 
thinking head of Jung’s “I.” The rational head of reason is being severed and offered to the 
feminine by the anima while the greater knowledge of the prophet Elijah looks on. Knowledge is 
the semen that has birthed the agent of revenge that will deliver proof of the execution on a 
platter. A dinner platter also implies that the head may serve as a meal as in cannibalistic 
practice.  It also demonstrates the decisive speed with which the task is executed. 
 
Here Salome is portrayed as the daughter of Elijah. She is also blind, a feature created by Jung’s psyche’s 
poiesis.  
 
Elijah, (9th century BCE) was “a Hebrew prophet who ranks with Moses in saving the religion of Yahweh 
from being corrupted by the nature worship of Baal. Elijah’s name means “Yahweh is my God” …The 
story of his prophetic career in the northern kingdom of Israel during the reigns of Kings Ahab and 
Ahaziah is told in 1 Kings 17–19 and 2 Kings 1–2 in the Bible. Elijah claimed that there was no reality 
except the God of Israel, stressing monotheism to the people with possibly unprecedented emphasis. 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Elijah-Hebrew-prophet 
 
Salome killed for filial revenge at the request of her parent, and so she is also a filial daughter and does 
not break decorum or ruin the banquet while politely delivering the requested severed head of John the 
Baptist. She has a well-adapted executive function and does not seem so sensately bloodthirsty. She was 
aware of the familial affront and was able to get the job done as requested while delivering the head on 
an elegant silver platter.   
 
21 See Henry Clay Trumbull, The Blood Covenant (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1885. Reprint, 
Frankfurt am Main: Outlook Verlag, 2018. Books on Demand), 113. 
 
The many-armed, bloody Goddess Kali appears in this vision. “Kali is the Hindu goddess of death, time, 
and doomsday. She is often associated with sexuality and violence but is also considered a strong mother 
figure and symbol of motherly love. Kali embodies shakti - feminine energy, creativity and fertility - and 
is an incarnation of Parvati, wife of the great Hindu god Shiva…Kali's most common pose in paintings is 
in her most fearsome guise as the slayer of demons, where she stands or dances with one foot on a 
collapsed Shiva and holds a severed head. She wears a skirt of severed human arms, a necklace of 
decapitated heads, and earrings of dead children, and she often has a terrifying expression with a lolling 
extended tongue which drips blood.” Mark Cartwright, “Kali,” World History Encyclopedia, June 21, 
2013.  
 
Here we have an early example in The Black Books of the characters shapeshifting and merging in Jung’s 
visions. In Jung’s commentary to this vision in his second, corrected draft of The Red Book he noted, 
“Kali, however, is Salome and Salome is my soul.” See also endnote 80 below discussing Kali/Salome’s 
image which re-emerges in The Black Books, Volume 7, 186-187. 
 
22 See Trumbull, The Blood Covenant, 113 citing the work of Jean Abbé Dubois identified in the notes as 
“Dubois’s Des. of Man. and Cust. in India, Part III., chap. vii.” 
 
23 Alyssa Roat, “Why Did God Require Animal Sacrifices in the Bible? Does it Serve Any Purpose Today?” 
christianity.com, June 27, 2019.   
24 Ibid.  
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25 Here the flow of blood streams from the mouth of the lodger choking on and coughing up his blood. 
Thus is a scene of bloody demise and a death sign. The blood signals internal illness and bleeding out as 
the sign of death initiation. Sullied with blood twice over, Jung’s “I”’s hands are also sullied, as if he is 
implicated in the death, and then all is still. Coughing is important because nonpulmonary sources of 
bleeding are not usually associated with hemoptysis. This image is an emergency of stale old blood 
getting coughed up. 
 
The medical term for coughing up blood is hemoptysis if from the lungs and hematemesis if from the 
digestive tract. The blood may be small amounts of bright red blood, or frothy blood-streaked sputum 
(phlegm). “This blood is usually from the lungs and often the result of prolonged coughing or a chest 
infection. If the blood is dark and comes with traces of food, it probably originated in the stomach or 
elsewhere in the digestive tract. This may be a sign of a more serious condition.”  See Joana Cavaco Silva, 
“What causes blood in sputum?” Medical News Today, January 12, 2020. See also “Coughing Up blood 
(blood in phlegm),” NHS https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coughing-up-blood/ 
 
Dulce et Decorum Est  
 
Bent double, like old beggars under sacks, 
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge, 
Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs, 
And towards our distant rest began to trudge. 
Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots, 
But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind; 
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots 
Of gas-shells dropping softly behind. 
 
Gas! GAS! Quick, boys!—An ecstasy of fumbling 
Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time, 
But someone still was yelling out and stumbling 
And flound’ring like a man in fire or lime.— 
Dim through the misty panes and thick green light, 
As under a green sea, I saw him drowning. 
 
In all my dreams before my helpless sight, 
He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning. 
 
If in some smothering dreams, you too could pace 
Behind the wagon that we flung him in, 
And watch the white eyes writhing in his face, 
His hanging face, like a devil’s sick of sin; 
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood 
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs, 
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud 
Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,— 
My friend, you would not tell with such high zest 
To children ardent for some desperate glory, 
The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est 
Pro patria mori. (Wilfred Owen)  
 
One of the most admired poets of World War I, Wilfred Edward Salter Owen is best known for his poems 
“Anthem for Doomed Youth” and “Dulce et Decorum Est.” He was killed in France on November 4, 1918. 
 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46560/dulce-et-decorum-est  
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Coughing Up Blood 
Reuben coughs up some blood 
And then goes back to sleep 
Blood? 
Are you sure it wasn’t a gummy bear? 
No 
Reuben doesn’t eat gummy bears 
But he does sustain himself 
On the blood 
Of your unborn thoughts 
What a senseless monster! 
Has anyone got a stake 
I could drive through his crotch 
So we can all be rid 
Of this menace? (Reuben Tourettes) 
 
https://thinkingmystic.wordpress.com/2016/03/14/poem-coughing-up-blood/  
 
 
26 Bloodstains and even dried blood can carry and transmit bloodborne pathogens making spilled blood 
one of the most dangerous substances. And yet these stains and traces emphatically record crimes and 
establish identity left in the singular liquid identity of the blood in its nuclear DNA, and the liquid blood 
traces and patterns write images of moments in time that can be read.  
 
“When a crime involves violence, there likely will be blood at the scene. The basic sciences behind  
bloodstain pattern analysis (BPA) are physics and geometry—physics describing how blood in   
motion behaves, and geometry used to calculate areas of origins for the patterns.”  Suzanne Bell, 
Forensic Science (Boca Raton, London and New York: Taylor & Francis Group), 55. In this way the 
persistent identity of the blood can also reveal a collective event, in effect writing the scene in blood 
patterns. 
 
“Dried blood may be found at crime scenes, deposited either through pooling or via airborne transfer 
(spatter). The patterns left by blood can suggest the kind of injury that was sustained, the final 
movements of a victim, the angle of a shooting, and more. Bloodstains on artifacts such as clothing and 
weapons may be crucial to understanding how the blood was deposited, which can indicate the source of 
the blood. For example, a stain on a garment, such as a shirt, might indicate contact between the person 
who wore the shirt and a bloody object, while tiny droplets of blood might suggest proximity to a violent 
event, such as a beating.” See National Research Council, Strengthening Forensic Science in the United 
States: A Path Forward (Washington, DC: The National Academies Press, 2009). 
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Source: Google.com search for “bloody hands.” Accessed September 16, 2021. 
 
27 Next, Jung’s “I”’s lifeblood is draining from him on sharp stones of misery and death. Blood and stones 
are related in sacrifice.   
Here the blood ebbs away on the uncaring stones in sharp contrast as if the blood and the stones are in 
separate time zones and separate worlds. https://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/you-cant-get-blood-
out-of-a-stone.html  
 
Stones and blood are often juxtaposed in sacrificial rituals. Stone is the ancient hard substance of aeons 
past, while blood is the current, red vibrant living fluid. The blood offers life to the stones. Blood sacrifice 
is made to stones. Stones are also gravestones. 
 
28 Blood offerings to the Gods in stones appears in many cultures, and stones are juxtaposed with blood 
in many blood scenes throughout The Black Books. Some of the dead including the ancestral spirits of 
the Kelabit in Southeast Asia can only see red and receive their offerings in blood to stones. Ritual blood 
offerings to stones are reported in a number of Southeast Asian cultures as Janowski notes in some 
gruesome detail with humans as the intermediary agents for the spirits, offering blood and severed heads 
to the stone “lords of the lands,” as Jung would have appreciated. Monica Janowski, “Stones Alive! An 
Exploration of the Relationship between Humans and Stone in Southeast Asia,” Bijdragen tot de Taal-, 
Land- en Volkenkunde 176, no. 1 (2020): 105-46. 
 
29 Britannica notes that, “Basic to both animal and human sacrifice is the recognition of blood as the 
sacred life force in man and beast. Through the sacrifice—through the return of the sacred life revealed in 
the victim—the god lives, and, therefore, man and nature live. The great potency of blood has been 
utilized through sacrifice for a number of purposes—e.g., earth fertility, purification, and expiation.”  
https://www.britannica.com/topic/sacrifice-religion/Blood-offerings 
 
Blood ritual and blood cults are alive in the 21st century. Human trafficking of children from Africa to the 
U.K. for blood rituals and sacrificial rituals is reported. See Chris Rogers, “African children trafficked to 
UK for blood rituals,” BBC News, October 12, 2011. 
 
Ritual blood drinking is still taking place in modern times: “From what we can tell, most major cities 
across the world seem to have a vampire community,’ notes DJ Williams, a sociologist… So-called 
‘medical sanguinarians’ claim that regular shots of blood relieve them of fatigue, headaches and severe 
stomach pains.” See David Robson, “The people who drink human blood,” BBC Future, October 21, 2015. 
 
For a Jungian analysis of vampire as archetype, see Catriona Miller, “Blood Spirits: A Jungian Approach 
to the Vampire Myth” (PhD thesis, University of Stirling, 1998). 
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30 Cannibalism is shocking when we see it in the contemporary performance world as in the baby eating 
performances of Chinese artist Zhu Yu 朱昱 where he cooks and eats aborted human fetuses. Yet, eating 
the body and blood of our savior Jesus Christ reflects a God ritual of incorporation and a reenactment in 
which Christians engage weekly. It is rarely if ever considered viscerally. Transubstantiation enables 
believers to “dine on their deity” as one writer puts it, quite the opposite of eating your words. The Black 
Books image is not only of cannibalism but of liver cannibalism and so we must stick to the liver, the liver 
of the child, the “liver nobus” or “leber novus” of Jung’s work where he ingests the child anima’s liver. 
The liver, the detoxifying, balancing, self-regenerating liver, a critical supporting organ enabling life, the 
seat of life, divine and divining. For the liver or leber, like the liber can portend the way of what is to 
come. 
 
Zhu Yu 朱昱 created “Eating People” and “Sacrifice” exhibits, where he performed cannibalism. “He had 
pictures and recording of him eating a human fetus. Pictures showed him prepare the fetus, sever the fetus 
and gorge it down with a bottle of alcohol. His action was backed back up by him saying ‘No religion 
forbids cannibalism. Nor can I find any law which prevents us from eating people. I took advantage of the 
space between morality and the law and based my work on it.’ Although he is a Christian, he sees nothing 
wrong in eating people since there was no law against it. Most of his work has to do with religious issues 
between humanity and divinity and the society. Another similar piece he made ‘Thanks, Hutch,’ he 
performs eating human brains and admitted that it tastes horrible and vomited while eating.” Zhu Yu 朱昱, 
Political Artists, eichu.wordpress.com, October 14, 2009. See also Staff Writer, “Baby-eating photos are 
part of Chinese artist's performance,” Taipei Times, March 23, 2001.  
 
31 Jung read and also cited the work of Charles William King, who wrote on Gnosticism in the late 
nineteenth including on the baptismal blood ritual: “The ‘Taurobolia,’ or Baptism of Blood, during the 
later ages of the Western Empire, held the foremost place, as the means of purification from sin, however 
atrocious. Prudentius has left a minute description of this horrid rite, in which the person to be 
regenerated, being stripped of his clothing, descended into a pit, which was covered with planks pierced 
full of holes; a bull was slaughtered upon them, whose hot blood, streaming down through these 
apertures (after the fashion of a shower-bath), thoroughly drenched the recipient below. The selection of 
the particular victim proves this ceremony in connection with the Mithraica, which latter, as Justin says, 
had a ‘Baptism for the remission of Sins’; and the Bull being in that religion the recognised emblem 
of life, his blood necessarily constituted the most effectual laver of regeneration.” Charles William King, 
The Gnostics and Their Remains, 2nd ed. (London: David Nutt, 1887 and Evenity Publishing Inc., 2009), 
192.   
 
The Mithraic tauroctony or slaying of the bull is explored in Jung's chapter “The Sacrifice.” Wandlungen 
und Symbole der Libido written in 1912. Jung’s interpretation was that Mithras was the “sacrificer and 
the sacrificed.” Jung and Freud’s disagreement over the tauroctony and meaning of the Mithraic 
mysteries coincided with Jung’s break with Freud in 1913.  
 
32 “I”’s morphing vision: first serpent, bull slit open, then ass, or ram up to the “crucified one himself” is a 
sequence of animals used in sacrificial rituals across times and cultures.  
 

   
     Serpent sacrifice 
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33 Children can sense dead living parents. Here is a second grader’s poem:    
 
Mummy 
 
Oh, an Egyptian emperor  
Who couldn’t have more pride  
Oh, but when he died all of his servants 
put him in a case  
And after the millennium, the archaeologists  
Inside the pyramid would hear the case creak, creak 
And you would emerge  
With your great crown of power 
And your rags your servants put you in 
You’d be about six feet in measuring  
And go back in again 
Oh, Mummy hear my cry! 
Awaken again some day. 
 
Jameson archives from 2004.  
 
34 Jason Bittel, “Why We Were Totally Wrong About How Boa Constrictors Kill,” National Geographic, 
July 22, 2015.  
 
35 Arielle Duhaime-Ross, “Boa constrictors don’t kill the way you think they do - No, boa constrictors 
don’t kill prey by asphyxiating them — they stop the flow of blood instead,” The Verge, July 22, 2015. See 
also E. Douglas Van Buren, “Entwined Serpents,” Archiv für Orientforschung, 10. Bd. (1935-36): 53-65.  
 
36 CW 14 §512 is cited in The Black Books, Volume 4, 237, fn. 116.   
 
37 Fact, fiction or hoax? Clinical vampirism has been established in psychiatric peer-reviewed writing.  
Christa Drakulic and Kristine M. Jacquin of Fielding University cite “Noll’s (1992) Diagnostic Perspective 
of Clinical Vampirism (Renfield’s Syndrome): 1. Renfield’s Syndrome usually occurs in stages: (a) 
Autovampirism - a childhood occurrence/event in which blood is tasted, sparking fascination and 
excitement, leading to the habit of drinking one’s own blood or saving it in containers. After puberty, the 
excitement of the blood transforms to sexual arousal followed by masturbation. (b) Zoophagia - may 
occur prior to autovampirism or after and involves eating or drinking the blood of other animals or 
beings. Sexual activity may or may not occur. (c) Vampirism – obtaining and ingesting the blood of 
others, often during consensual sexual intercourse, lust murders, and other violent crimes. 2. The urge to 
ingest blood is usually linked to sexual elements. 3. Blood may be viewed as empowering or symbolizing 
life. 4. Experienced primarily by males. 5. The urge to drink blood is the main component of Renfield’s 
Syndrome.” Christa L. Drakulic and Kristine M. Jacquin, “Clinical Vampirism: Forensic Psychologists’ 
Ethical Obligations,” American College of Forensic Psychology Symposium 2018. See also Jolene 
Oppawasky, “Vampirism: clinical vampirism – Renfield’s syndrome,” Annals of the American 
Psychotherapy Association 13, no. 4 (2010).  
 
38 “The sense of smell is one of our most powerful connections to the physical world” notes Veronica 
Greenwood in BBC Future. Smell is also powerfully associated with our animal selves and instinct. About 
2o years ago biologists determined that olfactory sense receptors, as well as similar ones usually found 
on taste buds, crop up all over our bodies - a model diffused sensory intelligence. Reports show that we 
humans have “sweet taste receptors in the bladder and the gut, bitter taste receptors in the sinuses, 
airways, pancreas and brain, and scent receptors in muscle tissue…researchers poured over genomic data 
and reported that low levels of these receptors occurred in almost every tissue in the body. One possible 
explanation was that they are evolutionary leftovers whose previous functions were lost in time.” 
Scientists including Jennifer Pluznick have evidence that “in some tissues at least, these receptors “are 
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anything but passive and that our bodies’ sensate functions are diffused and ‘smelling’ and ‘tasting’ 
things deep inside of us as functions crucial to health.” Veronique Greenwood, “The startling sense of 
smell found all over your body,” BBC Future, July 10, 2013. See also Jennifer L. Pluznick, Ryan J. 
Protzko, et al., “Olfactory receptor responding to gut microbiota-derived signals plays a role in renin 
secretion and blood pressure regulation,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 110, no.11 
(2013): 4410-4415.  
 
39 A 2022 article noted, “Viennese Actionist Hermann Nitsch, who put blood, entrails, flesh, scream 
choruses, and gasoline in the service of works bristling with a primal, electric energy and often targeting 
religion or fascism,” died April 18th…Widely renowned for an oeuvre encompassing crucifixions, large-
scale splatter works, set design, and musical composition, Nitsch was the creator of Das Orgien 
Mysterien Theater (The Orgiastic Mystery Theater), or O.M.T., a long-running series of ritualistic 
performances which he saw as liberating art from the bonds of depiction and elevating it to a plane 
equivalent to that of life, with which it melded. Though his work often shocked audiences and resulted in 
the artist being arrested multiple times, Nitsch’s goal was not to horrify people but to offer them the 
experience of pure catharsis. “I try to educate the audience with my theater,” he told Artforum’s Alex 
Jovanovich in 2018, ‘to help them find their own existence, their own being.’ See Artforum, April 19, 
2022.  
 
40 Bloodletting carries the dual valence of collective bloodletting in war as well as controlled and targeted 
individual medicinal bloodletting even timed to be synchronous with astrological cycles. It can also relate 
to being sucked dry or leeched on by vampiric relatives or persons who suck blood, drain energy and feed 
off of others leeching away libido.  
 
41 In majorem Dei gloriam is translated in Jung, The Black Books, Volume 5, page 216, fn. 40 with 
reference to the Jesuits.  
 
42 H.R. Jerajani, Bhagyashri, Jaju, et al.,“Hematohidrosis – A Rare Clinical Phenomenon,” Indian J 
Dermatol 54, no. 3 (2009): 290–292. Physically the capillary blood vessels that feed the sweat glands 
rupture. “Acute fear and intense mental contemplation are the most frequent causes… Hysterical 
mechanisms and psychosomatic disorders are also believed to induce bleeding…Another type of bleeding 
through skin is psychogenic stigmata; a term used to signify areas of scars, open wounds or bleeding 
through the unbroken skin” and the authors report on a patient who developed bleeding from old scars 
in the case of extreme anxiety. 
 
43 Ibid. Jerajani, Jaju et al. explain: “The causes of hematohidrosis have been divided into 
nonreligious and religious. The nonreligious causes are as a component of systemic disease, 
vicarious menstruation (bleeding from a surface other than the mucous membrane of the uterine 
cavity that occurs at the time when normal menstruation should take place), excessive exertion, 
psychogenic, and unknown factors. Duan et al. reported hematohidrosis associated with primary 
thrombocytopenic purpura. Migliorini described a case of hematidrohosis otorrhea with 
otoerythrosis. Dubeikovskaia reported hematohidrosis in a 8-year-old child.” 

They report the religious cause as stigmata: “The religious cause is a stigma, which formerly meant a 
spot, a sign, a wound, or a mark branded on a slave. From the time of Christ's crucifixion, this term took 
on the special meaning as the reproduction of the wounds on palms, soles and crown that Christ suffered 
on the cross and it was believed to be supernaturally imposed by God. Jacobi (1923), quoted by Klauder, 
reported 300 instances of stigma (stigmata). Most of the stigmata patients were females both Catholics 
and non-Catholics.” Ibid.  

The authors also provide a clinical example: “A 72-year-old male consulted us for staining of 
undergarments with blood, in the area confined to the abdomen for 2 months, especially in the morning. 
He has suffered from continuous mental stress for two years due to family feud. There was no history of 
trauma to abdomen or genitals, bleeding disorder, excessive consumption of coloured diet or allergy to 
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food or drugs. He was a vegetarian and did not come in contact with meat and poultry products. He did 
not report any blood-stained discharge from the urethra and anal region. He denied history of 
extramarital sexual contact or development of STI. 

Cutaneous examination revealed trichomycosis axillaries and yellow staining of clothing, which were in 
contact with axillae and chest wall suggestive of chromhidrosis. Blood stains were not seen on the skin 
surface. They were visualized only on the portion of undergarment covering anterior part of abdomen 
[Figure 1], but not the genitals, perianal area, and buttocks. Routine hemogram and biochemical 
investigations to look for any systemic abnormality were within normal limits. Urine microscopy and 
urethral swab revealed no abnormality. Benzidine test to detect blood pigment on the undergarments 
[Figure 2] was positive. Hemochromogen test for confirming the blood pigment to be human blood 
pigment could not be performed due to nonavailability. Biopsy done during remission revealed an 
unremarkable epidermis, capillary sized vessels with RBCs in their lumen in the dermis along with 
papillary dermal oedema and dermal melanophages. Special stains to detect hemosiderin (percian blue) 
was positive. Psychiatric evaluation detected depressive disorder. On the basis of his clinical 
presentation, presence of depressive disorder and a positive benzidine test, diagnosis of hematohidrosis 
was made. Apart from regular counselling for his depressive disorder, he received no other systemic 
therapy.” Ibid.  

44 Ibid.  
 
45 Ibid. 
 
46 Ibid.  
 
47 Jordan Eagles is possibly the most ingenious blood artist of his generation in the opinion of this 
author.  
 
Jordan Eagles’ work appears in Figures 59, 61, 69, 70 and 79 of this paper. His multifaceted work in 
painting, sculpture, found objects and new media works incorporating blood have continued to evolve as 
social activism promoting blood donor equality for LGBTQ blood donors. “Jordan Eagles has garnered 
public and critical attention for his unique, signature use of animal blood in his works. Through an 
experimental, self-invented process, the artist combines blood with Plexiglas, UV resin, copper, gauze 
and other media to produce works,” notes Sarah Bryan Miller commenting on Jordan Eagles’ exhibition 
Blood/Spirit, at MOCRA in the St. Louis University campus, January 20 – May 12, 2013. (See endnote  
63 below). Jordan’s later sculptural works include Blood Mirror, “a sculpture and collaborative project, 
created with 59 blood donations from gay, bisexual, and transgender men, that advocates for equality 
and protests the U.S. government's stigmatizing and discriminatory blood ban. Blood Mirror was created 
in two phases between 2014 and 2016.” See jordaneagles.com. 
 
Regarding Eagles’ 2018 blood art Jesus Christies, Michael Chagnon writes, “On November 15, 2017, a 
painting attributed to Renaissance master Leonardo da Vinci, depicting Salvator Mundi—Jesus Christ 
as “Savior of the World”—sold for $450,300,000 at Christie’s New York, making it the most expensive 
artwork in history. For New York City-based artist Jordan Eagles, the sale of Salvator Mundi 
constitutes a point of departure for asking how we, as a society, value objects over human life.  

Eagles’ work Jesus, Christie’s features an original copy of the Christie’s Salvator Mundi sale catalogue, 
laser-cut to accommodate twelve medical tubes that were used for collecting the blood of an HIV+ 
undetectable long-term survivor and activist. Catalogue, tubes, needles and residual blood are encased 
in high-polished resin, mirroring the dimensions of the sold painting to forge a modern-day reliquary. 
In creating Jesus, Christie's, Eagles has considered Jesus as history’s greatest blood donor, following 
the Christian theological stance that he shed his blood for the deliverance of humankind.  The work 
forces us to question whether Jesus would have wanted $450 million to be spent on a painting of his 
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likeness, or instead dedicated to scientific and medical advancement that could help save lives and 
alleviate illness.” Ibid.  

Eagles began offering NFTs of his work in 2021 including URTS-A. Source energy. URTS-A is a new 
work erupting blood and copper as a stellar body alive with cosmic power. Collection of the author.  

48 “Soul or the dead needing blood may be a way of expressing concretely a need/necessity of living 
attention, that Jung’s “I” needs to give to them. It is as if the dead at this moment live the life of Jung’s 
“I”, as he is paying exclusive attention to them, for a moment suspending his life, writing (in Nietzschean 
sense in blood) in the service of the other, and only later responding from his position.” Sylvester 
Wojtkowski, private communication.  
 
49 Ciaran Tierney, “Bloody Sunday soldier faces two charges of murder in August trial,” Irish 
Central, June 18, 2019. 
 
50 “Blood, bleeding here is a way of showing life-attention, life-energy, being vitally engaged in the 
process, a kind “life and death” bloody endeavor. It requires the patient’s I to give living attention to the 
psychic others (symptoms, fantasies, dreams, etc.), encouraged/modeled by the analyst’s attention to the 
whole psyche of the patient and not only to the ego’s concerns.” Sylvester Wojtkowski, private 
communication.  
 
51 Reverend Marianne Wells Borg, Sermon on Body and Blood, Flesh and Spirit, Proper 16/John 6:56-69, 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Bend, Oregon, August 26, 2018. 
 
52 See C.G. Jung, The Collected Works (Bollingen Series XX). Volume 12: Psychology and Alchemy, 
trans. by R.F.C. Hull. Ed. by H. Read, M. Fordham, G. Adler, McGuirre, W. (Princeton, N.J.: 
Princeton University Press, 1989) §§396-397. In the section “Meditation and Imagination” Jung cites 
Sendivogius, the author of the treatise De Sulphure: “The author of the treatise “De sulphure” speaks of 
the “imaginative faculty” of the soul…The soul, he says, is the vice-regent of God (sui locum tenens seu 
vice Rex est) and dwells in the life-spirit of the pure blood.” §396 In the section on “Soul and Body” 
Jung further notes, “The soul in this text is evidently an anima corporalis (figs. 91, 208) that dwells in 
the blood. It would therefore correspond to the unconscious, if this is understood as the psychic 
phenomenon that mediates between consciousness and the physiological functions of the body.” §397.   
 
 See also C. G. Jung, The Collected Works (Bollingen Series XX). Volume 15: The Spirit in Man, Art and 
Literature trans. by R.F.C. Hull. Ed. by H. Read, M. Fordham, G. Adler, McGuirre, W. (Princeton, 
N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1966) §25. In the section on “Paracelsus The Physician” Jung notes 
that the physician needs to know of “the wonders of nature and the strange correspondence of the 
microcosm with the macrocosm, and not only with the visible universe, but with the invisible cosmic 
arcana, the mysteries” including the Melusines. Writing on Paracelsus, Jung says, “According to him 
Melusines are magical creatures that dwell in the blood, and “since blood is the ancient seat of the soul, 
we may conjecture that Melusina is a kind of anima vegetativa…She is in essence, a variant of the 
mercurial spirit.” Paracelsus and the Melusines are treated more fully in The Collected Works (Bollingen 
Series XX). Volume 13: Alchemical Studies trans. by R.F.C. Hull. Ed. by H. Read, M. Fordham, G. 
Adler, McGuirre, W. (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1967).  
 
53 See Take Two Leeches and Call Me in the Morning | Deep Look, April 3, 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-0SFWPLaII  

The Oxford English Dictionary defines “leech” as "One of the aquatic blood-sucking worms belonging 
to the order Hirudinea: the ordinary leech used medicinally for drawing blood belongs to the genus 
Hirudo or Sanguisuga.”  This is the second entry for the noun.  
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The Oxford English Dictionary first entry on the noun “leech” first refers to “a physician, one who 
practices the healing art” presumably connecting the leeches with medicine and bloodsucking, a  
practice that’s been revived in medicine today: 
 
“1 a. A physician; one who practises the healing art. Now archaic (chiefly poetic) or jocular; often 
apprehended as a transferred use of leech n.2” 
 
54 See Trumbull, The Blood Covenant, Preface, 2, discussing “the universally dominating primitive 
convictions: that the blood is the life; that the heart, as the blood-fountain, is the very soul of every 
personality; that blood-transfer is soul-transfer; that blood-sharing, human, or divine-human, secures  
an inter-union of natures; and that a union of the human nature with the divine is the highest ultimate 
attainment reached out after by the most primitive, as well as by the most enlightened, mind of 
humanity.” 
 
55 “The history of the medicinal leech is fascinating. In antiquity, Pliny the Elder (AD 23–79) 
recommended leeches to treat phlebitis and haemorrhoids, while Egyptian medics believed the leech 
could help cure everything from fevers to flatulence. For centuries, patients were bled to restore a 
supposed imbalance in bodily humours.” Susan Isaac, “Why you should love a leech: blood letting to 
microsurgery,” Royal College of Surgeons of England website, June 8, 2018. 
  
Leeches sucking blood are used in medicine today. Harvard researchers in 2022 are also analyzing leech 
blood in zoonotic reservoirs to map biodiversity. “They also see broader applicability in terms of tracking 
zoonotic reservoirs for diseases, since leech blood meals can also be screened for the viruses they 
contain.” See Harvard University, “Blood-sucking leeches can help scientists map biodiversity.” 
Phys.org, April 5, 2022.  
  
A 2017 article notes, “Since the time of ancient Egypt, leeches have been used in medicine to treat 
nervous system abnormalities, dental problems, skin diseases, and infections. Today, they’re mostly used 
in plastic surgery and other microsurgery. This is because leeches secrete peptides and proteins that 
work to prevent blood clots. These secretions are also known as anticoagulants. This keeps blood flowing 
to wounds to help them heal. 
 
Currently, leech therapy is seeing a revival due to its simple and inexpensive means of preventing 
complications. Medicinal leeches have three jaws with tiny rows of teeth. They pierce a person’s skin with 
their teeth and insert anticoagulants through their saliva. The leeches are then allowed to extract blood, 
for 20 to 45 minutes at a time, from the person undergoing treatment… [r]esearch is showing that there’s 
a reason why leeches were relied upon for centuries as an essential part of medical care. As we continue 
to find out more about the special properties in leech saliva, it may very well be that the treatment has 
even more practical use than we would have ever thought possible.” Brian Krans, “What is Leech 
Therapy?” healthline, April 21, 2017. 
 
56 The sun is one of the most powerful aspects of nature and amplified in Jung’s Symbols of 
Transformation and its 1912 predecessor text Wandlungen und Symbole der Libido. Jung’s work is in 
keeping with the widespread cultural phenomenon of amplifying human emotion onto the sun.  This is 
a clear case of pathetic fallacy and projection, human emotion projected onto celestial phenomena often 
seen in literary works. Coleridge in The Rime of the Ancient Mariner uses the sun to portray the 
emotions of the mariner. The beautiful, glorious and life affirming sun could turn cruel, debilitating, 
bloody red and threatening. The Bible says, “The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood.” Joel 2:31. Paracelsus, German-Swiss physician and alchemist who established the role of 
chemistry in medicine, noted the blood spirit and significance of this circulation of the blood, likening 
the heart to the center to the sun: “The human blood contains an airy, fiery spirit, and this spirit has its 
center in the heart, where it is most condensed and from which it radiates, and the radiating rays return 
to the heart,” and then establishes the universal correspondence. “Thus the world has its fiery spirit 
pervading the atmosphere, and its center is called the sun, and the influences radiating from the sun 
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return to that center.” This Paracelsus quote is from Manly Hall, Man: Grand Symbol of the Mysteries 
(Reprint of 1932 edition, Virginia: Borodino Books, 2018), 253.  
 
57 Angsar Dressler is an abstract painter living in Bavaria, Germany and working primarily in acrylics and 
oils. Angsar has exhibited his works in China, Germany, Spain and the U.S. His work appears in Figures 
61, 78 and 88. See an-dre-art.com.  
 
58 Bloodborne, is a highly successful 2015 action role-playing video game which involves navigating the 
decrepit, Gothic city of Yarnum whose inhabitants are inflicted with a bloodborne disease.  
 
59 “Hound’s nature lies in my blood.” The Bloodhound is a large scent hound, originally bred for hunting  
deer, wild boar and, since the Middle Ages, for tracking people. Believed to be descended from hounds 
once kept at the Abbey of Saint-Hubert, Belgium, it is known to French speakers as le chien de Saint-
Hubert. A more literal name in French for the bloodhound is le chien de sang. See The Fédération 
cynologique internationale (FCI) 12.07.2002/EN, FCI-Standard N° 84 CHIEN DE SAINT-HUBERT 
(Bloodhound). 
 
60 Hemolacria is a rare condition that makes people cry blood. See Koushik Tripathy and Baby Salini, 
“Hemolacria,” National Library of Medicine, StatPearls, February 21, 2022. See also Alessandra Di 
Maria and Fausto Famà, “Hemolacria —Crying Blood,” The New England Journal of Medicine 379 (Nov. 
1, 2018): 1766. 
 

 
 
61 Jung spoke of rubedo and blood in his 1952 interview with Mircea Eliade for Combat: “In the language 
of the alchemists, matter suffers until the nigredo disappears, when the “dawn” (aurora) will be 
announced by the “peacock’s tail” (cauda pavonis) and a new day will break, the leukosis or albedo. But 
in this state of “whiteness” one does not live in the true sense of the word, it is a sort of abstract, ideal 
state. In order to make it come alive it must have “blood,” it must have what the alchemists call the 
rubedo, the “redness” of life. Only the total experience of being can transform this ideal state of the 
albedo into a fully human mode of existence. Blood alone can reanimate a glorious state of consciousness 
in which the last trace of blackness is dissolved, in which the devil no longer has an autonomous 
existence but rejoins the profound unity of the psyche. Then the opus magnum is finished: the human 
soul is completely integrated.” C.G. Jung Speaking: Interviews and Encounters (Bollingen Series), 
edited by R. F.C. Hull (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2020), 229. 
 
Manly Hall noted of blood: “As the blood carries a partly developed archetype of future conditions within 
itself and is en rapport with the patterns which Nature is setting up in the external world. under certain 
moods man can almost violently anticipate impending change either for good or ill.” Hall, Man: The 
Grand Symbol, 293. He cited Abbe Alphonse Louis Constant (Eliphas Levi)’s ideas: “Blood is the first 
incarnation of the universal fluid; it is the materialized vital light. Its birth is the most marvelous of all 
nature’s marvels; it lives only by perpetually transforming itself, for it is the universal Proteus. The blood 
issues from principles where there was none of it before, and it becomes flesh, bones, hair, nails... tears, 
and perspiration. It can be allied neither to corruption nor death; when life is gone it begins 
decomposing; if you know how to reanimate it, to infuse into it life by a new magnetism of its globules, 
life will return to it again. The universal substance, with its double motion, is the great arcanum of being; 
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blood is the great arcanum of life.” Ibid, 294.  
 
62 “It seems that here: ‘the heart’s blood, warm human love,’ etc. qualify the attention needed and point 
to the loving whole-hearted living attention that is necessary to engage with the soul.” Sylvester 
Wojtkowski, private communication.  

63 “What ‘darts like flame but is not a flame, that grows cold with death yet blazes with dreams of 
conquest?” The riddle is from Giacomo Puccini’s opera “Turandot”; the answer is “blood.” See Sarah 
Bryan Miller, “Artist uses blood to show link between body and spirit,” St. Louis Post-Dispatch, January 
27, 2013, commenting on the blood artwork of Jordan Eagles. 

64 It is as if the “blood” metaphor in The Black Books moves on the trajectory of Nietzschean thought and 
gradually gets spiritualized: “Of all things I love only that which is written with blood. Write with blood: 
and you will discover that blood is spirit.” See p. 12 above. 
 
65 See Hall, Man: Grand Symbol, 281. 
 
66 Jung reportedly borrowed material from Manly Hall’s private collection when writing “Psychology and 
Alchemy;” this is Hall’s main connection. Gilles Quispel, Hans Jonas and Alfred Ribi figure more 
prominently today as sources on Jung and Gnosticism.  
 
Ribi also writes about the power of man incarnate as being “born of blood,” echoing Simon Magus, who 
appears in The Black Books, noting: “As reported by Hippolytus, Simon also indicates there is a ‘Great 
and Boundless Power’ that has been ‘sealed, hidden and concealed’ and placed within the Dwelling that 
we call humankind. ‘And he [Simon] says that man here below, born of blood, is the Dwelling, and that 
the Boundless Power dwells in him, which he says is the Universal Root.’ This Power has a two-fold 
nature: one part is concealed inwardly, the other is outwardly manifest; furthermore, ‘the concealed 
(parts) …are hidden in the manifested, and the manifested produced by the concealed.’ The concealed 
portion must be met through ‘imaging’ and by ‘art;’ otherwise it will perish unknown.” Ribi, The Search 
for Roots, 22-23. 
 
67 Hall, Man: Grand Symbol, 281-282.   
 
68 Saugat Adhikari, Ra: God of the Sun and Radiance, “The Top 10 Most Worshipped Ancient Gods and 
Goddesses,” Ancient History Lists, November 7, 2019.     
 
69 Hall, Man: Grand Symbol, 282-283. 
 
70 Ibid, 283. 
 
71 Homeric philologist Brooke Holmes writes about the extent that bleeding wounds in The Iliad render 
visible the circulation of algea (or suffering) through odunai (pains to the physical body through violent 
wounding) and death. She notes of blood, “Critical to the poetic expression of odunai, I will argue, is 
what I understand to be its visual evidence, namely blood, which announces a breach in the chrôs (or 
surface of the body) and indicates that the hero's life-force is being ‘paid out.’ Ending pain, as we will see, 
involves closing up this bleeding body. The importance of blood to the description of pain suggests that 
the register of the ‘felt’ has an enclitic relationship to the register of the ‘seen,’ that is, the representation 
of suffering is supported by visual clues. Thus, the spectacular nature of the bleeding body recommends 
it as a surface on which to plot the intersections between pain and power in the field of vision, the most 
important site of representation for archaic oral poetry.” Brooke Holmes, “The Iliad's Economy of Pain,” 
Transactions of the American Philological Association (1974-2014) 137, no. 1 (2007): 48. 
 
72 This refers to a long tradition of animal sacrifice, including in the Old Testament which was altered 
after the coming of Jesus Christ whose suffering and atonement obviated the need for animal sacrifice.  
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73 Blood offerings: “Basic to both animal and human sacrifice is the recognition of blood as the sacred 
life force in man and beast. Through the sacrifice—through the return of the sacred life revealed in the 
victim—the god lives, and, therefore, man and nature live. The great potency of blood has been utilized 
through sacrifice for a number of purposes—e.g., earth fertility, purification, and expiation. The letting  
of blood, however, was neither the only end nor the only mode of human and animal sacrifice.”  
https://www.britannica.com/topic/sacrifice-religion/Blood-offerings  
 
See David Joralemon, “Ritual Blood-Sacrifice among the Ancient Maya. Part 1.” in Primera Mesa 
Redonda de Palenque, edited by M. G. Robertson, Pebble Beach: The Robert Louis Stevenson School 1 
(2) (1974): 59-75. 
 
See also Jessica Munson et al., “Classic Maya Bloodletting and the Cultural Evolution of Religious 
Rituals: Quantifying Patterns of Variation in Hieroglyphic Texts,” PloS ONE 9, no. 9 (2014): 107982.  
 
See Helen R. Haines et al., “Stingray Spine Use and Maya Bloodletting Rituals: A Cautionary Tale, Latin 
American Antiquity 19, no. 1 (2008): 83-98, noting that “Exsanguination not only supplied the offertory 
material necessary to sustain the gods, but also opened a conduit between the natural and supernatural 
worlds.” 
 
For contemporary sacrificial animal rituals, see William Haun,“Power in the Blood: Animal Sacrifice in 
West Africa,” Arts & Culture, International Mission Board, May 7, 2018. This has interesting detail, but 
note the missionary objective and the aim to inspire by the sacrificial blood of Jesus Christ. 
 
74 For other views on sacrificial heart removal ritual, see Vera Tiesler and Andrea Cucina, "Procedures in 
Human Heart Extraction and Ritual Meaning: A Taphonomic Assessment of Anthropogenic Marks in 
Classic Maya Skeletons," Latin American Antiquity 17, no. 4 (2006): 493–510.  
 
See also J. Marla Toyne, “Interpretations of Pre-Hispanic Ritual Violence At Tucume, Peru, From Cut 
Mark Analysis,” Latin American Antiquity 22, no. 4 (2011): 505-523. Toyne’s research on the Incas  
indicates that some, especially children sacrificed, were killed in the manner of Aztec ritual -- their still 
beating hearts were removed and offered to the huaca to whom the sacrifice was addressed. Then the 
blood of the victim was smeared on the face of the idol. 
 
75 It is an issue of energy/attention investment that patient needs to put into the work. Not everyone puts 
their heart into it. In general, the more the patient suffers/bleeds the more blood/libido they may invest.  
 
76 Apparently, “Human blood, which also contains water and iron, has a smell similar to rust…Blood, 
containing Fe2+, also gives a metallic smell when smeared on our skin. This gives rise to the “coppery” 
odour of blood, but the smell is actually derived from the skin's fatty chemicals.” David Muir, “The nose 
knows: Where does the smell of rust come from?” New Scientist, March 18, 2020. 
 
The scent of blood can both attract and repel “The coppery scent of fresh blood is known to attract 
predators. And now, scientists have pinpointed a molecule in mammal blood that plays a pivotal role in 
luring some types of animals and actively repelling others, including humans.” Mindy Weisberger, “Why 
Humans Hate the Scent of Blood (But Wolves Love It),” Livescience, November 1, 2017, 
 
77 “A sickening, overpowering, awful stench announced the presence of the unburied dead upon which 
the July sun was mercilessly shining and at every step the air grew heavier and fouler until it seemed to 
possess a palpable horrible density that could be seen and felt and cut with a knife …” Maris Fessenden, 
“A Nurse Describes the Smell of the Civil War,” Smithsonian Magazine, November 28, 2014. 
 
Execution of criminals evokes blood and sin and prayer. See Thaddeus MacCarty, “The guilt of innocent 
blood put away. A sermon,” preached at Worcester, July 2, 1778.  
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78 Drinkers of human blood are all over the world They suck the living life. See David Robson, “The 
people who drink human blood,” BBC Future, October 21, 2015. See also Endnote 29.  
 
79 See Harvey Lillywhite, “Snakes, Blood Circulation and Gravity,” Scientific American, 259, no.6 (1988): 
92-99. 
 
80 Sonu Shamdasani notes this figure’s resemblance to the bloody figure of Goddess Kali and notes 
Jung’s description in his second draft of The Red Book, where Jung writes, “Kali, however, is Salome, 
and Salome is my Soul.” Book 7, 186, fn. 106. See endnote 21 above regarding Kali’s emergence in Book 
2, 186-87. 
 
81 “Freeze someone’s blood” means, “to affect with terror or dread; horrify: a scream that froze my 
blood.” American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. 

82 Shane Eynon, “The Black Books 1913-1932. Notebooks of Transformation,” Centre of Applied Jungian 
Studies, November 5, 2020. 

83 Since the initial writing of this piece in 2021 we are being bombarded with new images of blood and 
carnage, domestic – in bloody mass shootings – and international – in the Ukraine War --with very little 
filter. Blood continues to exert its influence in the culture with artists creating blood art, and Uber styler 
blood delivery via drones, bloody protests, marketing ploys of stars’ blood, religious relics theft, horrible 
realizations about Gaia’s destruction with microplastics in our bloodstreams and simultaneously new 
scientific advances in blood analysis technology that will save lives. For just a sense: microplastics are 
reportedly present in 80% of the blood of humans tested while new scientific technology in use since 
2021 is now identifying blood markers for 50 types of cancer. A drop of superstar blood in products like 
Nike shoes and skateboards renders them quasi-religious magical relics, while a team in China seeks to 
harness the micro-hydroelectric power of the bloodstream as a new renewable power source even as 
Pope John Paul’ II’s blood stolen from its church reliquary has yet to be recovered. The prospect of 
eternal youth through ingesting or co-streaming blood of the young leads to the potential revival of the 
startup Ambrosia to sell rejuvenating young blood to tech billionaires, and Q Anon conspiracy theories 
consider blood transgressions by elite global shadow rings trading the blood of children. Harvard 
scientists are studying blood-filled leech stomachs to track zoonotic disease migration to prevent the next 
global pandemic while monkey pox expands in the collective blood supply of humans signaling our 
devolution in the Anthropocene. Reversion to medically unsafe abortion in many U.S. states seems likely, 
and as this article goes to press Japan’s former Prime Minster Shinzo Abe has been shot, bloodied and 
killed execution style in a city of historic temples where deer roam freely. And yet, individual blood 
donors selflessly donate their precious lifeblood to the collective blood supply while the Red Cross 
declares a blood emergency due to Omicron. See the Bibliography. Amplifications into the essential 
qualities of and science of blood will resonate as we all continue the inevitable Auseinandersetzung or 
confrontation with blood.  
 
The economy plays out inequity with blood plasma sales on the rise by disadvantaged, low-income 
Americans and from immigrants at borders. The wake of Gaia destruction flows through our blood in 
microplastics even as the oceans are dripping in pollution. Drops of blood are couriered around the globe 
for ancestry analysis as we seek to know: “Who am I?” 
 
84 Joe Cambray noted that “Access to the emergent edge of development in psychotherapy is key to 
reclaiming the body-mind when working with traumatized clients:  
 
“Posttraumatic states are filled with experiences of rigidity or chaos that continue the devastation of 
trauma long past the initial overwhelming events. By integrating many domains of our experience 
within a receptive form of awareness, we develop a more connected and harmonious flow in our 
lives. Such linkages include implicit with explicit memory, left-with right-hemisphere modes of 
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processing, and mindful awareness with bodily sensation. Our minds have an innate movement 
toward integration and healing that may often be blocked after trauma.”  
 
Cambray is citing Daniel Siegel’s foreword to Pat Ogden, Kekuni Minton and Claire Paine, Trauma 
and the Body (New York & London: W.W. Norton & Company, 2006) at the 2017 Conference 
“Emergence and Imagination in the Therapeutic Field in Brain, Mind and Body: Trauma, 
Neurobiology, and The Healing Relationship.” 
 
85 Fulvio D’Acquisto discusses white blood cells and Jungian and Freudian theory, translating these ideas 
into the field of immunology noting that “one would say that innate immune cells are ‘extroverted,’ as 
they are always looking out for something new coming from the outside world and continuously engage 
with the external environment. Macrophages patrol tissues or organs, and monocytes and neutrophils 
quickly migrate to the site of infection during inflammation. Adaptive immune cells have an ‘introverted 
personality’ because of their increased concern about creating an inner experience of life events, 
especially if they have been deleterious for the host. This is what immunologists call immunological 
memory. Innate and adaptive immune cells both work toward trying to adjust the body to accommodate 
the requests of the external (the superego) and the internal (the id) environments.” D’Acquisto further 
notes, “If immune cells have different “personalities just like human beings do, one might wonder if 
there is a correlation between psychological and immunological personality.”  See Fulvio D'Acquisto, 
“Affective immunology: where emotions and the immune response converge,” Dialogues in Clinical 
Neuroscience 19, no.1 (2017): 9-19. 
 
86 Walter Boechat noted, “In his use of metaphors to compare psychic processes to biological and natural 
phenomena, Jung started to associate the appearance of psychic mandalas to an increase in leukocytes, 
the white blood cells (which are also rounded in shape!). A large quantity of white blood cells are 
produced during infections in order to combat disease and reinstate the body’s balance (the so-called 
“shift to the left” that can be observed on a haemogram). When psychic equilibrium is at risk, the 
rounded archetype of the self and symbol of totality appears to centre and restore balance.” Walter 
Boechat, The The Red Book of C.G. Jung, A Journey into Unknown Depths, Translated by Carolyn 
Hoggarth (London: Karnac Books, 2017), 81. 
 
87 See “The Components of Blood and Their Importance,” American Society of Hematology website.  
 
88 Ibid.  
 
89 Ibid.  
 
90 In the ancient physiological theory still current in the European Middle Ages and later, the four 
cardinal humours were blood, phlegm, choler (yellow bile), and melancholy (black bile); the variant 
mixtures of these humours in different persons determined their “complexions,” or “temperaments,” 
their physical and mental qualities, and their dispositions. The ideal person had the ideally proportioned 
mixture of the four; a predominance of one produced a person who was sanguine (Latin sanguis, 
“blood”), phlegmatic, choleric, or melancholic. Each complexion had specific characteristics, and the 
words carried much weight that they have since lost: e.g., the choleric man was not only quick to anger 
but also yellow-faced, lean, hairy, proud, ambitious, revengeful, and shrewd. See also Jouanna, Jacques, 
and Neil Allies, “The Legacy Of The Hippocratic Treatise The Nature Of Man: The Theory Of The Four 
Humours,” In Greek Medicine from Hippocrates to Galen: Selected Papers, edited by Philip van der 
Eijk, 335–60 (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2012).  
 
91 See “Facts About Blood and Blood Types,” American Red Cross, Blood Services website. 
 
92 Olivier Garraud, and Jean-Jacques Lefrère, “Blood and blood-associated symbols beyond medicine 
and transfusion: far more complex than first appears,” Blood Transfus. 12, no.1 (January 2014): 20. 
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Janet Carsten in her introduction to a landmark volume on the anthropology of blood asks, “What is 
blood? The many meanings of blood vividly attest to its polyvalent qualities and its unusual capacity for 
accruing layers of symbolic resonance. Life and death; nurturance and violence; connection and 
exclusion; kinship and sacrifice - the associations multiply, flowing between domains in a quite 
uncontainable manner. Whether expressed in the rhetoric of familial, racial, ethnic, or national 
exclusion, or in calls to violent action, idioms of blood often have exceptional emotional force. Drawing 
together the historical and ethnographic case studies presented in this volume - from the literal presence 
of blood in spaces of blood donation to the metaphorical deployment of sanguinary idioms in depictions 
of the economy.” Janet Carsten, “Introduction: Blood will out: essays on liquid transfers and flows,” The 
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute (2013): S1. 
 
93  Garraud, and Lefrère, “Blood and blood-associated symbols,” 20. 
 
94 Ibid., 14 
 
95 Acrylic on Canvas 39.4 x 39.4in. Collection of the author.  
 
96 Fay Bound Alberti, Matters of the heart: history, medicine, and emotion (Oxford: Oxford University 
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